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Kolektivní monografie „Volební procesy v  Evropě a  v  Rusku: nové 
postupy, instituce a technologie“ je překladem knihy „Электоральные 
процессы в России и Европе: новые практики, институты“, která 
vznikla na základě programu Evropské unie ERASMUS + „Nová Evropa 
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va, P. S. Selezneva, D. A. Yezhova a byla publikovaná v nakladatelství  
KNORUS, Moskva 2018, 344 s. ISBN 978-5-406-06613. 

Publikace prezentuje názory předních ruských a zahraničních poli-
tických analytiků na volební procesy v Rusku a Evropě, včetně analýzy 
nových volebních postupů. Jsou zde uvedeny rysy a  technologie voleb 
v řadě evropských zemí (například Německo, Francie, Španělsko, Česká 
republika, Finsko, Spojené království atd.) a v Rusku. Kniha je zajímavá 
pro širší veřejnost, včetně adeptů na volené funkce, manažery volebních 
kampaní, funkcionáře politických stran, studenty v oborech politických 
věd, mezinárodních vztahů a mezinárodních regionálních studií.

Redakce knihy neodpovídá za materiál autorů. Názory redaktorů se 
nemusí shodovat se stanovisky autorů.
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Předmluva 

Česká veřejnost a odborníci jsou v současnosti jen málo obezná-
meni s vývojem politické vědy v Rusku. Vědecká pracoviště zaměřená 
na společenské vědy v Ruské federaci mají řadu kontaktů se zeměmi zá-
padní Evropy, Česká republika je v tomto směru spíše výjimkou. Ruská 
federace je rozlohou stále největší zemi světa, i když s jiným potenciá-
lem než měl Sovětský svaz. Nehledě na to, Rusko zůstává významným 
hráčem jak v ekonomické oblasti, tak i v oblasti politické a vojenské. 
Důležité je proto znát přístupy a názory ruských odborníků na palčivé 
politické problémy současnosti, kam nepochybně patří i volby. V poli-
tické vědě existovaly vždy školy myšlení, které se lišily svými přístupy 
k realitě, přičemž výrazný vliv na to, zda je ten nebo onen stoupencem 
některé z  nich, je ve  značné míře otázka tradic a  ideologického za-
kotvení subjektů. Rusko představuje specifickou evropskou civilizaci 
s vlastní kulturní a politickou tradicí, která se promítá i do vnímání 
politické reality ruskými vědci. Přestože v Rusku, stejně jako jinde není 
mezi vědci shoda na výchozích principech dobře fungující společnosti, 
stejně jako není shoda na hodnocení jednotlivých mezinárodních nebo 
i vnitropolitických politických jevů, to, co má společného řada ruských 
autorů, je kritický přístup k aktuální západní skutečnosti a  její kon-
frontování s ruskou realitou, která je rovněž vnímána diferencovaně. 

Schopnost věrohodně analyzovat probíhající procesy je jednou 
z klíčových záruk efektivního řešení společensko-politických problé-
mů. V daném případě ale není nejdůležitější, kdo má více či méně prav-
dy, ale to, jaké praktické kroky z daných teoretických závěrů se dělají 
v reálné politice a zda vedou nebo nevedou ke stabilizaci společenského 
systému. Znát teoretická východiska je proto důležité, neboť umožňují 
pochopit možný vývoj. Samotná otázka pravdy je během na delší trati, 
kde se ukáže, čí názor byl realitě bližší. I při existenci odlišných názorů 
na optimální politiku se odborníci shodují na tom, že v politické sféře 
v oblasti voleb se dnes objevují nové tendence a nové subjekty, které 
aktivně vstupují do politického rozhodování. Jak hodnotit jejich přínos 
je ale opět otázka diskuse. Z tohoto důvodu jsou zajímavé i postřehy 
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a hodnocení ruských odborníků jak procesů odehrávajících se na Zá-
padě, tak i v samotném Rusku. 

Publikace byla připravena na  základě materiálů zpracovaných 
v rámci program EU ERASMUS + „Nová Evropa v novém světovém 
řádu“. Jejím cílem je objasnit specifika volebních procesů, k nimž došlo 
v posledních letech na evropském kontinentu a také na postsovětském 
prostoru. Kniha je pokračováním práce, započaté v roce 2015 kolek-
tivem autorů pod vedením M. E. Rodionové, která vyústila do vydání 
dvou kolektivních monografií – „Evropa v nové světové realitě“ (2016) 
a „Evropa před výzvami 21. století“ (2017). Obě publikace jsou po-
zitivně oceňovány a  jsou aktivně využívány ve vzdělávacím procesu 
v programech Politologie, Mezinárodní vztahy a Zahraniční regionální 
studia v Ruské federaci.

Autoři v publikaci rozebírají zvláštnosti voleb a referend v období 
od roku 2014 do roku 2017 a rovněž i politických a volebních technolo-
gií a postupů v evropských zemích a v USA. Na základě analýzy evrop-
ských a amerických volebních praktik jsou identifikovány zvláštnosti 
současného volebního procesu v Rusku. Zajímavá je rovněž kapitola 
odhalující roli vládnoucí elity v rozvoji volební demokracie v Ruské 
federaci v letech 1991–2017 atd. Součástí je i volební studie věnovaná 
Krymu zahrnující období od roku 1991 do současnosti.

Co se týká praktických otázek volebního procesu, jsou v publika-
ci rozebírány problémy „technologizace“ volebního procesu, včetně 
současné praxe organizace hlasování, aplikace technických prostředků 
ve volebním procesu, zkušeností s využíváním populistických techno-
logií v evropské volební praxi, změn kanálů komunikace. Dále jsou 
charakterizovány způsoby zlepšování informačně-komunikačních 
technologií na internetu a sociálních sítích, které změnily vnímání vo-
ličů, stejně jako otázky využití dvojích standardů a falšování výsledků 
hlasování.

Zvýšená pozornost při studiu volebních procesů je dnes udělová-
na mládeži. Porozumět zkušenostem z volebních procesů je základem 
toho, abychom pochopili tyto procesy v jejich komplexnosti. To mla-
dým lidem může umožnit plně pochopit sociálně-politický význam 
a  důležitost pro běžný život a  takové procedury, jako jsou volby. 
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Institucionalizace internetu v politickém prostoru i aktivní využívání 
sociálních sítí ve volebních kampaních, přinesly výsledky. Příkladem 
jsou mimořádné parlamentní volby ve Velké Británii, kde byla zazna-
menána vysoká volební účast mládeže, a  tím překonání politického 
absentismu, stejně jako práce s mladými voliči v Ruské federaci. 

Moskva, červenec 2019
autoři
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Summary 

Chapter 1.  ELECTIONS AS A VALUE ATTRIBUTE: CLASSICAL, 
DIGITAL PRACTICE & TECHNOLOGIES

A. G. Chernyshov
This chapter presents an analysis of new electoral processes and 

technologies. Radical change is taking place in our world. This means 
that many classic concepts now require revisiting and new interpreta-
tion. It thus becomes of crucial importance to evaluate our concept of 
‚elections‘ from a value-category viewpoint, within modern scenarios 
of development. There is an ongoing expansion of the active use of new 
digital technologies – their ever-present deployment as instruments of 
policy and management is growing still further. This situation makes 
an agenda item of the job of analysing the way new electoral methods 
are being brought in – and if we consider the electoral process as an 
overall system of expressing the free will of citizens, we see the forma-
tion of a meaningful, truthful, transparent and productive process of 
dialogue between government and people, based on their expressed 
electoral choices.

Chapter 2.  ELECTIONS AND THE WORLD WIDE WEB: 
TRANSFORMATION TENDENCIES & THE 
TECHNOLOGIZATION OF THE VOTING PROCESS.

2.1  Elections and the system of political representation: 
transformation & developmental trends  
S. E. Zaslavsky
This chapter presents a detailed analysis of the development of the 

primary electoral bodies, against the background of contemporary 
transformative processes in the modern world, modern methods of 
organizing voting, and the deployment of technical solutions in the 
voting process. The development of social interaction, and changing 
communication methods must be verified for their durability and 
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critical reassessment of traditional concepts about the basic princi-
ples of the right to vote, and the way in which voting is organised in 
elections. There is discussion of the role of the Regions in the election 
process, and the significance of both institutional and independent 
regulators during elections. Special attention is given to the issues of 
improving IT and communications technology, with relation to the 
growth of the internet and social networking.

2.2  Social networking during the electoral campaign:  
the uk experience  
G. Y. Nikiporets-Takigava
The second part of Chapter 2 features an analysis of the practical 

experience of the uses of social networking and messenger software 
programs within electoral campaigns. The effectiveness of this appro-
ach is reviewed, alongside the gradual institutionalisation of the inter-
net in the political sphere – considered through the example of Mrs 
Theresa May‘s decision to call early elections in Britain – in the hope 
of consolidating her mandate and route towards leading Britain out 
of the EU in the ‚Brexit‘ process. These elections were notable for the 
exceptionally high voter turnout of young people, who traditional-
ly vote Labour. The unexpectedly successful results for Labour were 
interpreted as a victory in overcoming non-voting habits in younger 
people. Labour‘s gains against the background of Conservative losses 
are attributed to worthwhile use made of social networking, which 
became a vehicle for political mobilisation. After reviewing specific 
practices of using social networks by ley-borists, a conclusion is drawn 
about their role in political mobilization and political participation 
during election campaigns.

Chapter 3.  EXPRESSION OF DEMOCRATIC WILL IN THE 
MODERN WORLD WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF 
TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD ORDER  
D. A. Yezhov

This chapter investigates the international and political significan-
ce of democratic election procedures and referendums in Western 
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countries, from the viewpoint of their impact of their results on the 
transformative model of the modern world order. Beginning from the 
supposition that public demand for change in the domestic and fo-
reign-policy agendas has now been achieved, there follows an analysis 
of the real dynamics of electoral choices as a direct reflection of rele-
vant demands. Special attention is given to an evaluation of the results 
of the British Referendum on EU Membership, and the Presidential 
elections in the United States in late – 2016. In the context of this re-
search, the author presents their perceptions of free and fair elections 
as reflections of the real trends and developments in the institutions 
which enact policy. By way of contrast with European and American 
electoral processes, the factors which determine the modern electoral 
process in Russia are summarised.

Chapter 4.  THE RULING ELITES, ELECTIONS, AND 
REFERENDUMS IN THE WEST AND IN RUSSIA – 
WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF SYSTEMIC CRISIS: 
LESSONS & OBJECTIVES  
A. N. Arinin

This section discusses the role played by the ruling elite in the deve-
lopment of elected democracies. The author presents features of electi-
ons and referendums over the 2014–2017 period in ‚Western‘ countries 
– notably the European Union and the USA, where systemic crisis is 
already ongoing. The article shows how the elites in the West, hemmed 
in by elections and referendums, seek a way out of systemic crisis by go-
ing against their own democratic principles, by using double standards, 
and by falsifying electoral results. With all this in mind, an overview 
of lessons learned from elections and referendums is given, along with 
the tasks which lie ahead for the elites of these countries if they are 
to overcome systemic crisis and restore democracy. The chapter also 
presents features of the roles of ruling elites in the development of 
electoral democracy in the Russian Federation over 1991 to 2017. The 
meaning and significance of legitimate elections is considered, along 
with the conditions which make them possible, the author stresses 
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Russians leadership elite now faces challenges in the organization and 
operation of legitimate elections.

Chapter 5.  NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND PRESENTING VALUES 
IN THE U.S. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS (2016): 
THEIR SIGNIFICANCE FOR EUROPE & RUSSIA  
Y. V. Irkhin

This chapter systematizes the features of the elections for the 
45th  President of the United States, including considering of their 
significance and impact on nations in the European Union and for 
Russia. The USA‘s 45th president was elected by a minority vote, al-
though approved by the Electoral Colleges. The policy programs of 
the rival candidates differed incalculably into their content – a stark 
choice between neoconservatism and neoliberalism, which represen-
ted the demands of numerous special-interest groups alongside those 
of voters. The election results were accordingly polarised in a tough 
battle between political institutions and elites. This chapter provides 
a detailed run-down of the campaign issues on which the candidates 
stood, and how these stand up as outlining the future image of the 
United States.

The role new technologies play in the USA election process is il-
lustrated – Big Data, network communications, and targeted activities 
with voters; the fundamental role played by cyber technologies; the ro-
les played by differing regions, and various ethnic and migrant groups; 
the actively increased significance of populism, nationalism, neocon-
servative doctrine, and traditional values. The majority of these issues, 
approaches and innovative technologies have been mostly taken into 
account in subsequent elections held in EU countries. Two value-based 
approaches in this presidential campaign and its USA aftermath have 
had corresponding impact on both neoconservative, populist and neo-
liberal movements in Europe. They have made further contributions to 
the concept of a strong nation state, the role of national traditions, and 
neomodern rationalised implementation of foreign policy. The election 
of Donald Trump held out the promise of strengthened international 
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relations, and an improved level of trust in relations between the USA 
and Russia.

Chapter 6.  CULTURAL IDENTITY AS A FACTOR OF 
INDICATIONS OF THE WILL OF CITIZENS: THE 
EXPERIENCE OF EUROPEAN COUNTRIES  
V. N. Petrischev

This chapter considers issues of the influence of national charac-
ter on the nature of the relationship between regional national and 
culture agencies and central authorities of government, alongside the 
impact of the results of the political will of citizens during elections 
on the representative and legislative authorities. This kind of impact is 
shown from illustrations selected from separate countries of the Eu-
ropean Union. The chapter considers the problems of the interaction 
of regional national and cultural bodies with the central institutions of 
power in European nations at different periods in history. The causes 
and circumstances of conflict for national and cultural autonomy to 
achieve their rights in differing areas such as the economy, politics, 
religion, culture and overall sovereignty are discussed. Analysis is made 
of problems of intercultural relations in the latest round of globaliza-
tion, following the end of WW2 in the USA, and also in the European 
Union after its founding. There is a review of the problems involving 
national identity within the area of the European Union, with particu-
lar attention given to:

• economic, political, and cultural relations among the members 
of the European Union

• the interactions between national and cultural bodies within 
European countries:

• feelings towards the growing trend for immigrants to arrive 
from Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. There is demonstration 
of how rising immigration from countries in Africa, Asia and 
the Middle East has been a factor in the rise of parties promo-
ting a right-wing or nationalist agenda in Europe, along with 
an increase in the European Parliament of the number of MPs 
representing right-wing and euro-sceptic views.
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Chapter 7.  REGIONALIZATION OF THE EUROPEAN 
UNION: SCENARIOS OF REFERENDUMS OF 
INDEPENDENCE  
R. V. Pyrma

In the chapter the tendencies and factors of regionalization of the 
countries of the European Union (EU) are considered. The focus of 
the study is the cases of electoral legitimization of separatism and the 
autonomous status of territories. Democratic practices open up oppor-
tunities for resolving the growing contradictions between the center 
and the regions through the referendum procedure, but provoke po-
litical instability because of the risk of fragmentation of a number of 
states in the EU space. Past referendums in regions such as Scotland 
(Great Britain), Catalonia (Spain), Lombardy and Venice (Italy), the 
forthcoming referendum in Flanders (Belgium) are disturbing sym-
ptoms of a disturbed «European harmony», balance of interests of EU 
authorities, member states and regions. In conditions of weakening of 
the national states that have entrusted some of the powers to the allied 
level of power, the regions consider it possible and profitable to be in 
a single EU space, to ensure a high level of freedom and prosperity, to 
act as independent or autonomous subjects of European politics. The 
held referendums in a number of regions of the EU countries as the 
expression of the will of the people serve as the basis for legitimizing 
the separation or autonomy of regional policy as a whole and for allo-
cating resources in particular.

Chapter 8.  POPULIST TECHNOLOGIES IN CONTEMPORARY 
EUROPEAN ELECTORAL PRACTICE  
P. B. Salin

This chapter analysis the experience of bringing populist techno-
logies into European electoral practices. The appearance of populism 
in today‘s Europe involves the crisis of the elites, who have notably 
distanced themselves from the common people, and are already una-
ble to ‚detect‘ their daily needs, or to channel them into real political 
programs through systemic political forces. Consequently, a vacuum 
has developed, which has been occupied by a new wave of politicians, 
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whom we can notionally call ‚populists‘. It must be noted that populists 
had existed long before too, and similarly in modern Europe, and had 
made systematic efforts to exploit populist technologies in their work – 
but they hadn‘t previously attempted to build whole campaigns around 
them, or made them the dominant tools for the rise of their political 
careers. The specific feature of populist technologies is a desire to meet 
all voter demands right here and now, with an almost hundred-percent 
guarantee against failure to live up to their promises. This means that 
the use of populist politics lays down a clear role division between their 
subject – the populist – and their object – the voter – with a tightly-
specified world view, whose views and opinions have been formed by 
modern internet technlogies (with their agenda of ‚having it all, right 
here and now‘). It even suits the drivers of populist politics to cultivate 
a ‚marginalised‘ image, and it would be damaging for them if they were 
deprived of their status as ‚outsiders‘.

Chapter 9.  THE REAL PROBLEMS AND ELECTORAL 
CHANCES OF LEFT-WING PARTIES IN WESTERN 
NATIONS  
P. Y. Feldman

This study investigates the real problems and prospects that exist 
for changing the level of support achieved by ‚Labour‘, ‚Socialist‘ and 
‚Social-Democratic‘ parties seeking election in developed Western 
countries.  It presents an evaluation of results achieved by speeches 
by such parties during political battles in elections for national parli-
aments. The author comes to the conclusion that there is a spiralling 
crisis for left-leaning parties in contemporary Europe, which is caused 
by a mixture of both objective and subjective factors. The first cause 
behind this crisis is the evolution of the western model of manufactu-
ring. Falling employment levels in the industrial sector, the drop in 
numbers who associate themselves with the ‚working class‘, and a more 
harmonised relationship between work and capital all point towards 
a scenario in which voters have lost any objective need they may have 
had for parties claiming to act for the proletariat. The second reason 
for the crisis involves the undermined position of trade unions in 
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Western countries – who had always previously been a source of poli-
tical funding, and been vital strategic partners of Labour and Socialist 
parties. A third cause of the crisis is the mismatch between traditional 
left-wing ideology and the modern challenges posed by Western priva-
tization. The parties concerned have taken a very low-profile position 
on issues such as immigration policy or the threats of terrorism from 
which many European nations now suffer. And lastly, the fourth factor 
behind weakened support for left-leaning parties in Western elections 
can be attributed to a lack of charismatic or inspiring leaders, able to 
head such parties credibly at global and national level.

Chapter 10.  THE 2017 GERMAN PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTIONS: THE MAIN RESULTS AND 
PROBABILITIES FOR FORMING A FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT  
A. A. Derevyanchenko

This chapter presents an analysis of the pre-election situation, and 
party-political trends in Germany on the eve of the September 2017 
elections for the Lower Chamber of the Germany parliament (the 
Bundestag). A description is provided of the underlying themes of the 
election campaign, along with the roles of traditional and new (social 
networking) technologies in the pre-election campaigning. The author 
provides a  detailed breakdown analysis of the results gained in the 
election by Germany‘s main political parties.  Comparison with the 
features of results in these elections is made, with specific reference to 
(a) the polarization of election choices; (b) the lack of readiness among 
traditional (people‘s) parties for dealing with modern voting; (c) the 
growing role of the so-called ‚Russian factor‘, and other issues. A very 
important consequence of these elections was the legitimization of pro-
Russian discussion as a valuable alternative to the binary monopoly of 
Brussels-Washington mainstream debate. The main fall-out from these 
elections was a political crisis in Germany, of which the most visible 
consequence has been the long (indeed, record-breaking) inability of 
the parties who were voted into the Bundestag to form a Federal go-
vernment. The author devotes particular attention to key problems 
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of inter-party relations involved in this stand-off. These elections are 
highlighted as a turning-point in Germany‘s history; and the shake-up 
in the alignment of political power, which has damaged the image of 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, has forced her to resort to non-standard 
political manoeuvring. Growing uncertainty in post-election Germany 
can only worsen instability in the EU, and throughout the whole of 
Europe.

Chapter 11.  THE ELECTION PROCESS IN GERMANY  
O. V. Damaskin, A. I. Vizer

This chapter presents an overview of the organization and results 
of the Germany Bundestag elections held in 2017, looking specifical-
ly at the parties which took part in the elections, the way in which 
mandates were assigned, the overall results, and the political fallout 
from the election process. Particular features of the election process 
are analysed, including its legal regulation and completion; and mat-
ters arising from the 2013 electoral reforms, such as postal voting, and 
the legal background for the elections held in 2017. The question of 
international observers at the election is discussed, including the in-
volvement of observers; the financing of political parties, and of their 
electoral campaigns; and the cut-off dates for lodging disputes with the 
results. The authors consider the links between the elections and cur-
rent issues of international and national security – including ensuring 
the sovereignty of states, requirements when fulfilling international 
treaties, implementing international collaboration, boosting the Ger-
man armed forces, and international security.

Chapter 12.  THE FRENCH PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS OF 
2017: VALUABLE POSITIONING AND FEATURES 
OF THE MODERN (TECHNOLOGY-DRIVEN) 
VOTING PROCESS 
M. E. Rodionova

The chapter includes an analysis of the presidential election cam-
paign in 2017 in France with an emphasis on the elected candidate: 
distribution of votes, general provisions, election results. The reasons 
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for the moods and behavior of voters on the eve of elections with an 
assessment of the consequences of the financial and economic crisis of 
2008–2009 are also reviewed, and a brief overview/analysis of the bo-
ard of the two previous presidents is given. The socio-economic aspects 
of the programs of the main candidates are considered. Some techno-
logical methods and novelties of E. Macron, elected by the President 
of France, which can be used in the Russian context are considered in 
detail; the issue of financing election campaigns in France. The possible 
consequences of the elections for France‘s foreign policy, including 
Russian-French relations with the accent on economic cooperation of 
the two countries in the field of energy policy (the need to implement 
and strengthen international treaties) are considered.

Chapter 13.  FEATURES OF THE SPANISH VOTING 
SYSTEM AND MODERN TENDENCIES OF THE 
ELECTORAL PROCESS  
S. Y. Dronova, D. O. Kupiriyanova, A. V. Shkinova

The electoral system in modern Spain is discussed, including its 
special features, a critique of the votes cast according to the D‘End-
te methodology, the issue of a  non-representative government, and 
the exceptional impact prompted by nationalist parties on the go-
vernment in power. Detailed analysis is given of the issues which the 
Spanish electoral system faces, along with consideration of possible 
solutions. The authors reach the conclusion that in today‘s Spain, the 
electoral system enabled a peaceful transition from the era of the Spa-
nish dictator Franco into a modern democratic state. This system is 
relatively flexible and adaptable, yet it still needs periodic attention to 
partial reform – especially in connection to changes in Spain‘s political 
and social climate prompted by demands of the electorate.
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Chapter 14.  DEVELOPMENT TENDENCIES OF 
CONTEMPORARY ELECTORAL AND PARTY 
PROCESSES IN NATIONS OF CENTRAL AND 
EASTERN EUROPE (BASED ON THE EXAMPLE OF 
THE CZECH REPUBLIC)  
S. V. Rastorguev

This chapter presents analysis of several issues, specifically – the 
reasons which underlie the crisis of trust facing traditional parties; 
the growth of new elite marketing-style parties; the level of influence 
exerted by big business on the political process; and the role of foreign 
policy factors in party positioning during the election campaign peri-
od. These problems have their origins in the reworking of a number of 
concepts, including social division (splits), the shaping of party ideo-
logy against a background to remove existing ideologies in the mass 
consumption markets; and the impact of business lobby groups on the 
political process (neo-corparatism). The author takes a special interest 
in presenting the electoral and party trends in this former Eastern-
bloc country, yet now embarked on a path to Euro-integration. The 
political process in the Czech Republic follows a non-classical curve, 
and cannot be characterised as following a  traditional transit path. 
Understanding its problems in that light offers the chance to ask ques-
tions about the diverse forms of political and economic organisation 
of countries with varying types of political culture, historic traditions, 
and compromise-friendly abilities when resolving thorny problems.

Chapter 15.  CITIZENS OF EUROPE – VALUE AND ELECTION 
PREFERENCES  
V. Prorok

This chapter presents possible reasons for the low turnout in the 
EP elections and the strengthening of eurosceptics and populists. In 
modern history, there were two tendencies – nationalist and revolutio-
nary-democratic – to solve European problems. European integration 
was a democratic option that expressed the common interest of the 
elite and ordinary citizens in stabilizing Europe after World War II. 
Elite decision-making was gradually complemented by the democratic 
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participation of the people. However, turnout for elections to the Euro-
pean Parliament is gradually declining, while in the old EU countries 
it is consistently higher than in the new countries and the influence of 
eurospetics and populists is growing. This may be due to the current 
lack of expectations of ordinary citizens, where, according to surveys, 
the demand for solidarity and social equality prevails, and globalizati-
on and the economic crisis are exacerbating social inequality. Dissatis-
fied voters either do not vote or prefer eurosceptics and populists who 
have reservations about the way in which the EU operates and how it 
works. Their influence is still not critical after the EP elections in 2019, 
while Labor Party, led by J. Corbyn, who is an alternative to the British 
Conservatives, may become a program alternative.

Chapter 16.  ELECTIONS AS A MEASURE OF CRIMEAN 
IDENTITY: FROM THE SOVIET UNION INTO 
RUSSIA, VIA UKRAINE 
A. A. Tokarev

This chapter offers an in-depth study of the electoral procedures 
in Crimea. The author has compiled and analysed the voting results 
for the whole of Crimea from 1991 until today, when its voters vote 
in Crimea as a Region of the Russian Federation. The author‘s ove-
rall conclusions are presented as follows. In electoral terms, Crimea 
was never a part of Ukraine, nor pro-Russian either – it has always 
been pro-Soviet. By way of providing demonstrative evidence of the 
voting identity of the peninsula‘s population, the author cites graphs 
which show all votes cast for election-winners across Ukraine, Crimea, 
and Sevastopol – along with a W Ukrainian city given for the sake of 
comparison, Ivano-Frankivsk. Taking into account the special status 
of Sevastopol, which has always retained its own identity regardless of 
the sovereignty allocated to the rest of Crimea, and held the identity of 
a city with Special Status. The voting results presented show the results 
in Crimean cities, and similarly in the Hero-City of Sevastopol. Based 
on the voting data presented, comparisons are made with analogous re-
gions in the South-East of Ukraine, and the author postulates changes 
in political self-identity trends which have occurred in the mid-2000s 
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and onwards. This presents an answer to the question as to how to 
measure this identity, which is the topic of the research presented.

Chapter 17.  AN EVALUATION OF THE ELECTORAL 
EFFECTIVENESS OF RUSSIAN PRE-ELECTION 
PROJECTS  
P. S. Seleznev, A. B. Mokin, A. V. Sobolev

This study presents an overview of the political and electoral tech-
nologies being deployed to increase voter turnout on the day of the 
Presidential elections in Russia. It‘s a topic which acquires special re-
levance and practical significance in the run-up to the Russian presi-
dential elections in March 2018 – considering the exceptional degree 
of interest at the federal centre and in regional centres, in encouraging 
the highest-possible voter participation in the upcoming elections. The 
authors have analysed a  series of political technologies used in the 
regional and local election campaigns prior to the United Voting Day 
of elections on 10th September 2017, and will be used again in the 
lead-in to the Presidential elections of 18th March 2018. The analysis 
results make it possible to assess the functionality of these mechanisms 
and their effect on the public. The primary research method was cross-
regional comparative analysis of the political and electoral technology 
used in the electoral campaigns of 2017–2018.
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